Disclaimer: This database consists only of opinions rendered by the 43rd Judicial District within, or
subsequent to, the year 2000. Please note, not all opinions issued during that time period are posted on
this site. For an official copy of any opinion, please access the Clerk of Courts or Prothonotary’s Office.
This site may provide links to servers maintained by other organizations for which the 43rd Judicial
District provides no warranties, express or implied, as to the accuracy or source of any information
found on any such server or the content of any file or data which the user might choose to download
from such third-party site. Any commercial use of data obtained through the use of this site is strictly
prohibited.

Opinion Search Instructions:

This site provides access to a software application which allows for the search of available Court
opinions using full-text search methods, including Terms and Connectors and Natural Language.

1. On the Litigation tab, click the “Search” tab.

2. Type your query into the Search box.

o The default for the Search box is a Terms and Connectors query. If you would rather
conduct a Natural Language search (like Google) then click on the “Switch to Natural
Language Search” link under the Search box.

o To conduct a Terms and Connectors search, you must use specific combinations of
words and/or symbols. For more information on conducting this type of search, see
“Terms and Connectors Searching.”

o If you are using a Terms and Connectors query, you can restrict all or part of your search
to specific fields (types of data) by entering criteria on the Fields panel below the Search
box. For example, you might want to restrict your search to documents written after a
particular date. For details, see “Using the Fields Panel.”

Note: If you don't add “field restrictions”, the search runs on the full text for all
documents within the opinion collection (this will take a much longer time and may not be
necessary).

3. Click “Search.”
o The documents matching your search criteria are displayed. For details, see “Browsing a
Result List.”

4. Once you have opened an opinion online, you can also open the document in Word format by

Load
clicking on the “Load Copy” hyperlink or clicking the icon— = —on the left side of your

screen.



o If you wish to cite a particular page number in one of the opinions posted here, it is
suggested that you either obtain an original copy from the Prothonotary/Clerk of Courts
before doing so or note in your citation that you are citing from the website.

**Please note, you can access the application’s help system at any time by:

o clicking the “Help” link at the top of any page.
o clicking the “Help” link or the help icon—@—when it appears next to a feature.



